St. Vrain Community Council

Meeting Minutes

October 26, 2010 8:30-10am

Location: Safe Shelter of St. Vrain Valley
82 21st Ave #A Longmont, CO
SVCC Mission: “Non-profit organizations collaborating and advocating to enrich the

 St. Vrain Community.”

Attendance:  Carla O’Boyle (Community Member), Margie Aguirre-Moreno (OUR Center), Sue McCullough (Volunteer Connection), Ruby Gonzalez (OUR Center), Mirna Ramirez-Castro (Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center), Pat Carson (A Woman’s Work), Diane Groff (Center for People With Disabilities), Laura Page (Special Transit), Kathy Webb (Longmont Housing Authority), Michelle McCracken (H.O.P.E.), Laura Hochman (BCPH GENESIS), Ana Hopperstad (Boulder County AIDS Project), Bob Norris (El Comite de Longmont), Deb Witzel (LCJP), Hosts: Rose Ybaben- Burciaga & Liz Smokowski (Safe Shelter of St. Vrain Valley) Minutes by: Sue McCullough
SVCC Business

1) Approve September Minutes


Motion to approve:  Sue McCullough

Second:  Michele McCracken
2) Treasurer’s Report


Balance:  $9078.76  
3) Ballot Issue 1A Vote Summary

16/27 or 59% of SVCC members voted “Yes” to endorse issue 1A and make a $300.00 financial contribution to Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 0 “No” votes. Did not receive votes from 11 members. 

4) BCHHSSP 

Deb Witzel (SVCC VP & LCJP ED) represents SVCC at the Boulder County Housing & Human Services Strategic Planning Committee. Suzanne Crawford (HSA President & Sister Carmen ED) represents HSA.  This committee is predominantly made up of funders who work together to determine how we can all come together to execute the strategic plan. They’re currently working on the structure of the committee. At the August retreat they discussed making agreements to attend meetings and stay focused on plan items. Focus for 2011:

1) Get in place some sort of tracking. They’d like to determine who we’re serving, how we’re serving them, identify gaps and determine how we can work together to do this and better serve the community. 2) Look for ways to address funding shortfalls. The committee meets on the 2nd Monday each month from 3-5 pm and locations vary. SVCC organizations are encouraged to join committee. Since the committee is currently made up of mostly funders, the NPO community is not fully represented. Contact Deb Witzel if you have an interest in joining this committee. 

5) 2011 Executive Committee

SVCC Executive Committee positions are opening. SVCC Executive Committee meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at times/locations determined by committee. Contact Sue McCullough to express interest in a position. Slate will be proposed at November meeting. Vote will occur in January 2011. Term begins in March 2011.
Open positions include: Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Up to Three At-Large members. Bylaw Details below:

ARTICLE V: 
Section 1. Directors
The property, affairs, activities, and concerns of the Corporation shall be vested in the Board of Directors. The Board shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer and up to three members at large. A member for election as an officer must have been a member for at least one year. The Board officers shall serve two-year terms being elected every other year. Election of open positions shall include nominations from the floor. Board officers shall be elected as follows: elections in even numbered years shall be for the President and Secretary; elections in the odd-numbered years shall be for the Vice President and Treasurer. The members at large shall be elected at the annual meeting for one-year terms. (Approved 10/23/01) (Approved 3/23/10)

Section 2. Term of Office. 
The term of office for the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall be two years. The term of office for the members at large serving on the Board of Directors shall be one year. (Approved 10/23/01) (Approved 3/23/10)

Section 3. Duties of the Board of Directors.
The Board of Directors may: (1) hold meetings at such times and places as it thinks proper; (2) admit members and suspend or expel them by ballot; (3) appoint committees on particular subjects from the membership; (4) audit bills and disburse the funds of the corporation; (5) print and circulate documents and publish articles; (6) carry on correspondence and communicate with other associations; (7) prepare an annual report; and (8) devise and carry into execution such measures as it deems proper and expedient to promote the goals of the Corporation and protect the interests and welfare of the members.

6) Membership Applications
2011 Membership Applications/Renewal Applications will be emailed after the 10/26 meeting. Membership Dues will be due by January 31, 2011. SVCC members are encouraged to invite new NPOs to join the SVCC. Membership dues will remain at $25.00 per member agency, not per person. 

7) 2011 Calendar
Currently in the making by the Executive Committee. Meetings will occur on the 4th Tuesday of the month, 8:30 – 10:00 am. We DO NOT meet in July or December. The majority of the meetings will once again be held at the Safety and Justice Center’s Community Room at 225 Kimbark Ave. in Longmont. Format will be similar to the 2010 year with a combination of SVCC Business, brief agency presentations (15 minutes), panel presentations on topics of interest to SVCC, off-site agency visits and at least one social gathering. Agency Presentation “sign-up” form will be at the November meeting. Dates for 2011 standing SVCC meetings are as follows: 
1/25, 2/22, 3/22, 4/26, 5/24, 6/28, 8/23, 9/27, 10/25 & 11/22.

Comments: Bob Norris suggested submitting NPO info to local newspapers when we do agency presentations. He’d be willing to do this. 
Agency News:

Ana Hopperstad from Boulder County AIDS project shared excitement about their new Longmont office at 515 Kimbark. Prevention programs will start mid-year. Currently they’re providing HIV testing at various sites throughout Longmont. Case Manager is Stuart B. 
LHOT will be having an event on 11/17. Diane Groff will send Sue McCullough a poster to distribute to SVCC. 

Naturalization Workshop will occur on 11/20 @ YMCA. For info, contact Bob Norris. 

Agency Site Visit: Safe Shelter of St. Vrain Valley

Hosts: Rose Ybaben- Burciaga & Liz Smokowski
October is Domestic Violence Awareness month. Purple ribbons are available to build awareness and support this effort so please take a purple ribbon. 40% of reported domestic violence cases are in Longmont. Many, many incidents occur and are never reported. Safe Shelter has been in the Longmont community for 32 years. When they started in 1978, they serve only women and children and were called the Longmont Coalition for Women in Crisis. They’ve since changed their name to Safe Shelter of the St. Vrain Valley. Domestic violence doesn’t just affect women and children so Safe Shelter serves all victims, including men. All services are available in English and Spanish. Victims are not declined by immigration status. 

Services include: 1) 24 hour crisis line: Individuals may speak with an advocate to get services and attention they need. 2) 24 hour shelter: Currently the shelter serves women and children only but Safe Shelter is working on expanding services to men. 3) Outreach Facility: location we’re visiting today that is host to many programs. A) TERA or Teens Ending Relationship Abuse. This program engages and trains middle and high school students to become advocates and serve in the community to educate and build awareness. B) Legal programs assist with legal assistance in court rooms. Some volunteers provide pro-bono work. 

All their advocates also work with victims themselves, as well as children. Safe Shelter has over 100 volunteers. There is an upcoming event, Borders Benefit Days, and 10% of purchases will go to Safe Shelter. Dates: 10/30 & 10/31.

Comment: Bob Norris – Mentioned that “Secure Communities” doesn’t offer protection for domestic violence victims and county commissioners have sent objectives.  
Next Meeting is November 23, 2010 – 8:30 to 10:00 am – Safety & Justice Center, Community Room, 225 Kimbark Ave., Longmont
