St. Vrain Community Council

www.stvraincc.org

October 27, 2009

Safety and Justice Center
“Non-profit organizations collaborating and advocating

to enrich the St. Vrain Community”

I.   8:30 - 9:15  Refreshments and business  

                           Service Angels- Carla O'Boyle

                           The committee has met and selected who will get awarded. There were two applicants 

whom had not paid dues, which was the minimum requirement for membership and   qualification for award, therefore, they were not awarded.  An email will be sent to those 

                           awarded and gift cards can be picked up after October 29th at the Safe Shelter.

                           Green sheets

                           Fill out and give to Margie

                           Brief conversation on the survey conducted by Marsha and Allan on topics for 2010.
                           Marcia-The topics with the most votes were:  Boulder County Human Service Master       

                           Plan. Physical and Mental Health Services for the Indigent, School Services, and Child    

                           Abuse and Neglect.

                           Alan-Handed out sign in sheets last meeting for sign ups for various parts of the program.  

A sign up sheet for a brief presentation of agencies and for hosting refreshments at panel meetings were distributed.  These were turned in to Deb Witzel.  There will be a schedule for next year, (see attached)
                           Longmont Ledger- Clay Evans, editor

New weekly newspaper which just started.  It will be delivered with the Daily Camera  to   publish some of Longmont’s news, it is not a competing newspaper.  It is a community paper with local news and local focus.  It has a non-profit spotlight and is looking for interesting stories.  www.longmontledger.com

II.  9:15 - 9:45   Marcia and Alan - presentation on their own agencies (15 mins)  

                           Marcia- CASA

                           CASA is a court appointed advocacy program, has been a non-profit for almost  25 years.
                           It has trained volunteers who are trained to work with children. An attorney is appointed                

                           by the court as soon as a child comes into the system. CASA's primary goal is to watch out  

                           for the best interest of the child.  The volunteers are people from the community who have 
                           to go through 40 hours of training in February. Kids need the structure and the 
                           commitment.  There is a program that involves parents of newborns, and programs for kids 
                           who just turned 18.  There are also programs for parents’ self care.  The first year, parents 
                           will receive information every three months, they can also sign up for a second year.  

                           Volunteers are required 12 hours a month which include house visits and report writing.

                           Colorado has 17 programs in the state, last year they had 97 cases involving 187 children.

                           The average time to work on cases is about 18 months. 
                           Access Counseling-Alan Guitar
                           Access Counseling is in the process of closing down. Funders have been withdrawing

                           Funding.  The Boulder office closed on the 16th of October and Longmont will close

                           on the 16th on November.  Access Counseling is hoping the county will fund it.
                           They are working on merging with the YWCA.  If this happens, they will open the

                           first of the year.  There are also several churches that do counseling.  Access

                           Counseling has a parenting program out of the Louiseville office.

III. 9:45-10:00 Informal networking 

                         We may want to look into newspapers to help advocate.

 This group has the opportunity to educate our community about the contributions we make beyond service. We are looking into doing a research project to identify the economic impact and activity of the nonprofits in our community. 
We did a “round robin” of how many employees the agencies have.  There was a total of about 250 employees counted in this informal conversation and all  have volunteers and board members who volunteer their time.  The hourly value of volunteers is about $21.80

                         Agencies also provide services the government does not provide.  How much would it

                         Cost the government to provide those services?   We also support business by purchasing

                         What we need to run the agencies, work with clients to fill out paperwork to cover medical

                         issues.  

                          El Comite helps people recover lost wages.  

                         Many agencies help people become self sufficient.

                         Promote diabetes awareness.

                         CPWD assists those who need assistance.

                        Anyone interested in working on this project, please contact Deb Witzel

                        LHOT will hold “Life In and Out of The Alley” on November 18, 2009.

                        At the Longmont Senior Center from 6:00 pm. To 8:00 p.m.

Next meeting will be 8:30am – 10am at the Community Room in the Safety & Justice Center in Longmont. November 24th 2009.  
There will be no December meeting.

