St. Vrain Community Council

The mission of the St. Vrain Community Council is to improve the quality of life of individuals by coordinating and advocating for resources and services in response to the social and economic needs of the community.

Minutes for May 22nd, 2007
8am to 9:30am – Safety and Justice Center
www.stvraincc.org
tkeister@tinytimcenter.org
In Attendance: Michelle Waite: City of Longmont – Senior Services, Paul Zuber: City of Longmont – Police Department,  Jerry Gramlich: Longmont Meals on Wheels, Jim Baldwin: Community Food Share,  Phyllis Vilar: IMAGINE!,  Marsha Caplan: Voices for Children , Petey Webster: Dental Aid,  Karla Hale: Longmont Meals on Wheels,  Teedee Keister: The Tiny Tim Center,  Marta Moreno & Bob Norris & Carolyn Slauson: El Comite,  Kelli Rucker: FHUW, Tina       Safe Shelter of St. Vrain Valley, Nick Robles: BCHD;                   Access Counseling,  Jane Uitti: BC Commissioners,  Diane Groff: CPWD,  Laura Bickers,  Longmont Community Foundation, Laura Paige:  
I. Welcome and Quick Introductions 
II. Minutes from February and April meetings were approved: Motion  Jim Baldwin/Jerry Gramlich 
III. Treasurer’s Report : no income and expenses this month. Current balance: $18,164.06
IV. Committee Updates 
a. Holiday Baskets – Angels for the trees are done for 2007; attended an outreach fair in April and working on getting donated crocheted items; updating flyers and registration forms; taking in used bikes for refurbishing. Committee to meet again in July. Looking for members from SVCC to be on the steering committee for HBP 2007. This committee meets 3-4 times. Agencies who participated in registration for 2006 will be contacted in June. County grant to be submitted for $6,000 for the HBP  
b. Nominating – no report
c. Non Profit Celebration – no report 
d. Common Voice committee is no longer an ongoing committee. Please refer to the protocol for approving issues to which we’ve agreed and to the joint policies we agreed to with HSA. Letter to the Editor re: Immigration Policy Statement – Michelle to follow up and will schedule a meeting with David Bolin.  
V. Old Business

a. HSCC: Strategic Plan Update: Funding sub committee: (Marsh Caplan). Would like input regarding  the current funding processes and get ideas/thoughts/suggestions from SVCC membership. Ideas: Have an annual timeline of when grants are due; Multi-year cycle of funding; Alternate between the county and the City and FHUW; common format; Within county gov’t condensing and streamlining the pots of money.; Clearer criteria for who should apply and what evaluation is being used to determine eligibility and funding amounts; getting feedback about the proposals that are submitted; Clearer understanding of what is collaboration vs what is a letter of support; what is happening with performance outcomes: qualitative vs quantitative; providing technical support around evaluation when an agency is funded; 9:00 A.M.  5/24/07 final meeting of the sub committee.  Summary of the plan will be presented at the August meeting of SVCC. 
b. H SA: no report
c. Complimentary Currency Update: no report
d. Upcoming meetings:

VI. Program – Citizenship: Understanding the Process 
Carolyn Slauson & Marta Moreno: Power point presentation

a. Must have Legal Permanent Resident status to be eligible for citizenship.
b. Catholic Charities is a good resource for additional information and help

c. Citizenship is encouraged over Legal Permanent Resident status.

d. Need to determine where a client is in the process: eg. Legal permanent residents should apply for citizenship; clients should be proficient in reading, writing, and speaking English; take classes and understand US history and government; citizenship criteria: good moral character and must support US gov’t and constitution

e. Eligibility for seniors is different – may be exempt from English language requirement. There is an ESL class for seniors through the City: Senior Services department

f. List of resources was also contained in the power point presentation materials

g. The terms Naturalization and Citizenship are used interchangeably.
h. How can SVCC membership help: Help volunteer at Naturalization workshops; encourage clients to pursue citizenship; refer clients to El Comite;  

Tina & Sandy: their perspective on how it impacts clients in the Safe Shelter and the Homeless

a. Clients who have documentation of domestic violence can apply for Legal Permanent Status for herself and her children. No client is turned away from the Safe Shelter due to lack of documentation. Application fees can be waived for victims of domestic violence. 
b. Currently none of the homeless being served through many are here illegally. However, all homeless cliental still must prove that they are US citizens. It is hard for them to get the proper documentation. This results in difficulty in getting jobs and benefits. $17.00 to get a birth certificate if born in Colorado. It can be as high as $60 in other states.   

Other:

a.  PBS: Independent Lens Series had a recent immigration film. Highly recommended

VII. Announcements
a. Special Transit is increasing services to Longmont

b. Volunteer Connection looking for

c. St. Vrain Family Center: Farewell to Glenda Faus 5:00 – 7:00 Martini  Bistro: 5/23

d. MESA: starting a new support group. Will send

e. BCHD: 6/22 Health Fair at the Powell Building on Meadow and 21st.  Second Hand smoke campaign can be ordered in English and Spanish   www.steppitems.com
f. FHUW: thank you to Jane Uitti who will be retiring  6/8 gathering at the Med to say goodbye to Jane
g. ACCESS Counseling: will have 2 Spanish speaking interns in the fall. Wants to meet with agencies currently serving Spanish speaking families

h. CPWD; Garden party on 6/20

i. Longmont Community Foundation: buy ducks for the Duck race; gave compliment to Diane Groff 

j. Community Action Program: building diversity for boards and commissions: will be giving trainings

k. MESA: International Children’s art show 6/1 from 5:00 – 7:00  

l. Dental Aid: new development director

m. Senior Services:  June 23 through July 8th will be closed. Announced upcoming workshop on ending violence; watch for flyers

n. Jane Uitti: Will be retiring this Friday. There will be a new policy analyst. 

o. El Comite: will introduce the world beat and world market at Rhythm on the River  7/14

VIII. Future 
a. June - Changing nature of food programs: June 26th  
b. Advocacy of Human Service agencies with the city council: what might we be doing – follow up 
c. August – HSCC countywide human services strategic plan presentation

d. July – No meeting

Medically Underserved Meeting: 5/21. Reported on by Jane Uitti: Boulder County Commissioners: Discussion on what could be done at the local level on how to access health care. 
