St. Vrain Community Council

Meeting Minutes

March 22, 8:30-10am

Self-Pay Social Breakfast

Location: The Egg & I - 2055 Ken Pratt Blvd., Longmont, CO

SVCC Mission: “Non-profit organizations collaborating and advocating to enrich the

 St. Vrain Community.”

Attendance:  Frank O’Cana (Boulder County AIDS Project), Diane Groff (Center for People With Disabilities), Margie Aguirre-Moreno (OUR Center), Ruby Gonzalez (OUR Center), Sue McCullough (Volunteer Connection of Boulder County), Carla O’Boyle (Community Member), Amy LaRue (Planned Parenthood), Grant Nelson (Intercambio), Kathy Webb (Longmont Housing Authority), Marc Cowell (The Tiny Tim Center), Michele McCracken (H.O.P.E), Meg Preo (Volunteer Connection of Boulder County), 
Facilitation: Sue McCullough

Minutes: Sue McCullough 

8:30 Welcome, Intros & Announcements

SVCC Business:
1) Approved February 2011 Minutes with revision: Jackie Whittington reported that the St Vrain Valley School District uses the information from the YRBS in several ways.  The survey is used to evaluate programs and student services, guide professional practice and further future planning.  Currently the district is working with the Restorative Justice Program and Truancy Initiatives programs. Programming at the Lincoln School Day Treatment program has reduced the number of students placed outside the district, and aids a smooth transition back to the child’s home school.  School Interventionists are available at several elementary, middle and high schools.  School counselors also have many resources through the Applied Suicide Intervention Training that key staff have completed. 

Motion to approve:  Carla O’Boyle

Second:  Diane Groff
2) Treasurer’s Report


End February balance:  9,932.39 

Does not reflect March membership payments. 
3) Shupe Homestead Support: It has been brought to Council’s attention that there is a persistent challenge and frustration within the Longmont area nonprofit community. The challenge is finding a location/venue for events (fundraising, receptions and other npo events). Most available venues are often costly, too small or inaccessible to all. Executive Committee has drafted a letter to the Commissioners to support the Shupe Homestead in becoming a viable option. Members at the 3/22 meeting were given the option to sign this letter. 
4) 4/26 Meeting Announcement: It has been brought to the Council’s attention that there are concerns regarding service delivery in the Longmont area due to the recent moves of Boulder County Dept. of Housing and Human Service offices. Frank Alexander, Director, and Kit Thompson, Family & Children Services Division Director, will attend the 4/26 meeting to clarify what has actually occurred. They have moved some of the offices, but have not moved the services or the access for Longmont residents. 
5) Updated Membership List was distributed
Agency Announcements/Info Sharing:

Intercambio: Needs volunteers to teach ESL in Longmont and Lafayette. 

Center for People with Disabilities: CPWD is in final negotiations with Thornton. They will now be providing services in 5 counties: Boulder, Broomfield, Adams, Jefferson & Gilpin.

The Tiny Tim Center: The Tiny Tim Center is planning and preparing for life without SVVSD. SVVSD is no longer referring new students with IEP’s to the Tiny Tim Center.  If a family chooses the Tiny Tim Center they will have to private pay for the service(s); they will not be allowed to use IEP dollars for these services.  Therefore, Tiny Tim is currently working on bolstering scholarship dollars to help families. 

Longmont Housing Authority: The Aspen Meadows Property, 24 family apartment complexes, is almost full. LHA also has one single family home available. Send referrals to the Longmont Housing Authority office.

Planned Parenthood: 4/26 & 4/29 Planned Parenthood is participating in GYT (Get Yourself Tested). This is a joint effort between Planned Parenthood, MTV & the Kaiser Family Foundation. All Planned Parenthoods are providing HIV, chlamydia and gonorrhea testing for $10. 

Volunteer Connection: Volunteer Connection offers a variety of services organizations to help promote volunteer opportunities. They’re often looking for opportunities in the Longmont area. If you have any volunteer needs, let them know. They have an online database for posting opportunities at www.volunteerconnection.net. They also distribute a monthly e-bulletin of volunteer opps to over 3,000 subscribers and have a volunteer opportunity column each week (Sundays) in the local papers, Camera, Times-Call and Ledger. 
Carla O’Boyle:  1.  Norma Fuentes is the new program director at the Longmont Intercambio office.  Her contact information is norma@intercambioweb.org; office number is 303.776.7070.  She has been with Intercambio for quite awhile and assumed this position when Eliberto Mendoza left Intercambio to head up the Circles work for Boulder County.  2. Restoring the Soul:  Faith and Community Partnerships'  is having a Health Forum today. Sue will email flyer.   RTS does host great forums at no cost.  Director is Tania Leontov.  Website is www.restoringthesoul.org  Phone is 720.302.6446.  The FOCUS group, a prisoner re-entry program, was initiated by RTS, and has been active since April 2005 (board of professionals with a MOU from Joe Pelle, Sheriff, Boulder County).  SVCC might be interested, if they aren't aware of this program, since families often have issues in the criminal justice system.

3.  Alternatives for Youth (AFY) is facing some challenges, as are many non-profits.  The iThrive Program through the ASSET Coalition is still an AFY project. 4.  Maria Guajardo, Ex. Dir. of the Denver Mayor's Office for Education and Children, is an internationally known speaker in child advocacy and education.  The "Parents Involved in Education" Task Force, of which she’s a member, is hosting her at Heritage Middle School on Wed., May 11, 2011. The      flyers are being prepared for distribution.  This is a great opportunity for the community and, especially, non-profits to hear her locally. Carla will send flyer when it's ready to send out to SVCC members. 5.  Carla is also working to put together a collaboration on a Migrant Education set of workshops for parents, grandparents, and guardians; and one for students (migrant and others who might be interested), to help students access scholarship information and other assistance to prepare for post-secondary education opportunities.  She’ll keep SVCC posted.

H.O.P.E.: Services are provided 7 days a week, 365 days a year and H.O.P.E. continues to grow. They currently have 200+ volunteers. They’re especially proud of their two 3rd grade classes that volunteer to do meals two times a month. The kids save their allowance to be able to do this. H.O.P.E. has a new video on their website at www.hopeforlongmont.org.

Boulder County AIDS Project: Seeking a new Development Director. 

Meeting was adjourned.
Next Meeting:  April 26, 2011 – 8:30 to 10:00 am – Safety & Justice Center, Community Room - 225 Kimbark Ave. Longmont, CO
Special Guests at 4/26 meeting: Frank Alexander & Kit Thompson, Boulder County Department of Housing and Human Services (addressing # 4 agenda item above).
